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Soil cleanup being
jPL ......sed at e-. or,eOo  oompropo temperature.Inthe 1940s and 50s, JPL

Cleaned rocket motors with
E!Public comment chlorinated solvents, said

sought as NASA Richard Zuromski, an envi-- ronmental engineer at JPL.
presents plan to clean The used solvents went into Pasadena's Arroyo well had

seepage pits, which drained to be closed because of conta-

contaminated soils. -: the itchenlic_lsinto £he soil. ruination, while other waterWater table threatened, was standard practice was treated to be safe for
then, but it's no longer done," drinking. The Regional Water

Marshall Allen ' Zuromski said. Quality Control Board con-
THELEADER The VOCs range in depth, firmed that treated water is

starting at about 50 feet safe to_nk.

RIDGE -- Toxic waste has down to the water table, at document, the cleanup would
contaminated soil and water about 200 feet. use a method called Soil
under Jet Propulsion Labora- "The reason we're doing Vapor Extraction, a two-step
tory, and officials there are the cleanup is because the process that removes VOCs
seeking public comment on a chemicals are migrating from soft vapors with a vacu-
proposal to clean it up. down to the urn applied to

According to an April water table," an under-
ument from NASA proposing chemical compounds that Z u r o m s k i "The reason we're ground well.the cleanup, the contaminat- contain carbon and readily "Itsaid. [the The VOC
ed soil is not a health risk for cleanup] pre- doing the cleanup is vapors thenpeople in the area, or to the vents them because the chemicaIs are treated to

the drinking- are mIgrating down '_elease into
water supply." to the water table, the atmos,

Z u r oK s ki phere, accord-
said that some It [the cleanup] ing to NASA.
water has prevents them from Soil Vapor
already been
contaminated, reaching the drinking . Extraction isan EPA-rec-

but that it was water supply. " o m m e n d e d
treated before process that
going to water Richard Zuromski already has
customers. ' Environmental engineer at JPL been tested in

"Theytreat a JPL pilot
it [the water] study., Zurom-
in order to keep people from ski said.
becoming sick," Zuromski "It's been very successful.
said. "There, could be risks if It's already cleaned upa large
people drink it and it's not portion of the area," he said.
treated." The cleanup will take two

The Regional Water Quali- to five years and will be mon-
ty Control Board confirmed itored by the t_PA and the
that water in the city of Regional Water Quality Con-
P_adena and Lincoln water trol Board. It will cost an eSti-
wells has •been contaminated mated $3.7 million,' Vchich will
by seepage from the JPL site. be paid by NASA.


